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COMMANDER’S REMARKS

Spring has sprung and the Post Calendar is blossoming with activities for you to support
our mission by participating. Post Everlasting and our Memorial Day observance are in the
planning phases as we speak. Post 147 supports Boys and Girls State Delegates from James Is-
land area schools and we ask that you help our fund-raising activities for the young people se-
lected for this program. These are significant events in the yearly Post Calendar.

Please support the Auxiliary, Sal, Honor Guard, and AL Riders breakfast and dinner
events. These groups do much to enhance the reputation of Post 147 by the work they do with-
in our community and often they are the “Face of The Post”. Let’s show them how much we ap-
preciate who they are, what they do, and how they do it.

The Post Executive Committee is nearing completion of a re-drafting of the Post Consti-
tution and By-Laws and will soon present the final for your review and comments,

I look forward to seeing you during April at the post for breakfast and dinner and urge
you to become more involved in the Post by attending our General Meetings. Elections for Post
Officers are scheduled in May and this is your opportunity to show support for current pro-
grams or help to affect change where you feel the need. You can make our Post stronger, and as
always please let me or a member of the Post Executive Committee know what you think, how
you feel, and what we may do to improve the Post.

Charlie Bowers
o N Commander

() i,
USE THIS CODE TO UPDATE If you have an email on file this is how you will be receiving your newsletter.
YOUR INFORMATION You are welcome to come to the Post to pick up a hard copy.

Follow us on FB | f|




AUXILIARY NEWS

Well, March went out like a lion, I hope April comes in like a lamb. This is also the time we finish our work and get
ready to send our yearly reporting to State Committee Chairman. If you have hours to report, please do so at this month's
meeting. Our dues will be going up to $50 a year starting with the 2026- 2027 year. This is due to national raising our
Unit dues. Your new membership cards will be ready in June.

Lynda and her team made a wonderful St. Patrick's Day dinner. Thank you to everyone that came out to support us.
This month the Auxiliary will be serving our Country fried steak dinner which includes, mashed potatoes and gravy, green
beans, and a dessert for $20.00 a plate. Band: Vinyl Daze. We will start serving at 6pm until 8 pm on Saturday, April
11th. Please be sure to sign up and pre-pay with your friendly bartenders.

Our meeting this month will be on Tuesday, April 21 starting at 6:30 PM in the front hall. Stay safe and hope to see
everyone there.

Keeping our troops in our prayers,
Melody Easterby Lowe
President unit 147

Greetings SAL members,

Hello to all readers, members, officers, and volunteers. March was another great month for SAL. Breakfast and din-
ner were both a great success. We are always interested in new volunteers’ participation. Please feel free to contact me at
any time, the post can provide my number.

I would like to announce that SAL was able to contribute a considerable amount of money to a number of different
programs that support veterans and will continue to do so with members help. This is not possible without the support of
our members and patrons who participate in activities such as dinners, etc. Thank you all for your support. Remember
helping a veteran is easy as buying breakfast or dinner. Please encourage other family and friends to consider joining our
fine organization. We currently have 149 members including 18 new members. We are 93% of our state goals, so there is
time to exceed state goals. Let’s lead the way to show what we really are capable of and impress the whole state.

SAL breakfast will be in full force Sunday, April 19th, 2026, from 9:00 A.M. till 11:30A.M. Please do not miss the
best eggs in town.

SAL dinner in April will be a top quality Ribeye steak dinner with baked potato and salad for $25.00 served April
28" 2026. The band for that night will be Low Hanging Fruit. Please come out and support your veterans and your post.

The monthly SAL meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 14, 2026, in the front hall at 6:30 p.m. Please all members
feel welcome, and please attend.

Please, if you have not already renewed your dues please try to do so. We set a record for our largest number of SAL
members last year at Post 147 and were recognized by State for doing so. If anyone needs assistance feel free to contact
the Post personally, or by phone. Or, contact our SAL membership officer Dave Bradbury by email, Dave is very diligent
in his commitments and will handle any questions or concerns. His email address is Charlestondude1@yahoo.com. Dave
will be happy to assist you.

Attention to all members of the American Legion and all affiliated chartered groups... Elections are almost here
and it is imperative that we all turn out to vote in our new officers for the upcoming year. This post is only as good as the
people willing to fill these spots. If anyone wants to run for an office place your name on the ballot cards available prior
to elections. (Available at the post.) Elections will be held on May 14" 2026, for the Legionnaires. SAL on May12th,
2026.

I would like to reach out to any willing and able member to volunteer to support your post. There are many ways in
which you can help. Thank you all for your support!!!

May God continue to bless America!
J. Peter Rugheimer, 111
S.C. SAL Squadron 147 Commander

Please follow us on
Facebook for updates, corrections and news.

American Legion Post 147,
James Island
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FROM THE ADJUTANT

I hope everyone survived the Holidays and Winter. As we approach Spring, it is once again
time to elect Officers for the coming Legion Year. Post 147 elections will take place at the Gen-
eral meeting on May 14™ at 7pm. All Post 147 2026 Legionnaires are eligible to vote in this
election. All Legionnaires running in this election should understand that there is work and
time involved by each Post Officer. Attending meetings is one important factor, but there are
other duties that require time if this Post is to thrive. Encouraging attendance at monthly meet-
ings, building Committees that spread the workload, and welcoming new and transferring mem-
bers are the building blocks of a strong Post. Below are some items that are valuable infor-
mation for membership and prospective candidates:

1. The meeting will be closed to non-Legionnaires.

2. The Sergeants-at-Arms will check Membership Cards at the door. Members whose
2026 dues are paid by 01 May 2026 are eligible to vote. No one without a 2026
Card will be allowed entry.

3. Itis strongly encouraged that candidate sign up for MyLegion.org. It is further rec-
ommended that each prospective candidate take the one hour online Basic Training
Course. That course gives an in-depth understanding of who we are and where we
came from.

4. There are resources on My Legion.org that go into detail concerning the duties of
Post Officers. Each prospective candidate is highly encouraged to review this ma-
terial prior to signing up to be a candidate.

I will not be standing for re-election to the post of Adjutant. It has been my honor to have
served. I stand ready to assist the incoming Adjutant, whoever that may be.
St
5 m’:ﬂ Paul Harrington
e - Ralph H. Johnson

#1 4 f ? P American Legion Post 147
; \ l Adjutant

POST SERVICE OFFICER

Greetings from your Post Service Officer,

Please reach out to me if your any concerns or questions about Veterans Healthcare, Entitle-
ments or Cemetery benefits to my post email servoffl47@gmail.com or I can be contact at
(843) 312-7113.

David L. Bradbury, USMC
RHJ American Legion Post 147



HONOR GUARD

Post elections are coming up, and we strongly encourage everyone to show up and show out. This is your opportunity
to get involved and help shape the future of Post 147. If you’ve ever had an idea about how things could run better, this is
the time to step up and make it happen.

Also, a reminder that 2026 memberships must be renewed by May 1st in order to be processed in time for the May
14th election. If your membership isn’t renewed, your vote might be sitting on the sidelines—and nobody likes sitting on
the bench during game time.

And while we’re talking about getting involved, let’s address the elephant in the room... or perhaps the average age
statistic.

The average age of an Honor Guard member is about 70 (and that number only drops thanks to the occasional ap-
pearance of a Youngblood). These members have carried this tradition for decades, but if we want to keep honoring veter-
ans the way they deserve, we need the next generation to step up.

Now before anyone panics—we’re not saying you have to jump straight onto the E-Board or sign up to run the whole
operation. If that feels like a lot, start smaller. Talk to one of the Honor Guard members and see how you can help. Wheth-
er it’s assisting with events, helping during dinners, or learning the ropes of the Honor Guard itself, every extra set of
hands makes a difference.

Because at the end of the day, traditions like this don’t continue on their own—they continue because people care
enough to keep them going.

So come out, renew those memberships, show up for elections, and if you’re feeling ambitious, come see what the
Honor Guard is all about.

Who knows—you might just help bring that average age down a few years.

And as always, thank you for supporting the Honor Guard and the mission of Post 147.

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

Welcome to April American Legion Riders. This month we will be featuring a spaghetti dinner with meatballs and
Italian sausage, Garlic bread and salad on the first Saturday. Band: Night Shift. Thanks to everyone who participated in
breakfast and the grilled chicken dinner this past month, (many great reviews), it was definitely a success. We will be
asking for volunteers at the upcoming meeting for these two events.

It's that time of the year again, we have elections coming up in May, so everyone come out and vote . Anyone inter-
ested in a position as an officer in the American Legion riders, can be discussed at the upcoming meetings.

With the good weather coming back around, we should be able to schedule some rides for the group, some fundrais-
ers, for our veterans, post and community. All ideas are welcome.

The dedication and commitment of our riders, we were able to donate to several veteran organizations. I would like
to thank all of our riders for making this happen.

In closing, I would like to pray for our wounded and lost soldiers.
And also to keep all of our men and women in uniform safe from harm's way

FUN i;@;\\ NEW TIME

JINUSFOR ‘gyia oo

THE FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH

. For God and Country
By . oo Acting Director,
- Gooy Bruce Rourk
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BANNER SPONSORS

Monday - Friday 10:00am - 6:00pm

Hint SI’IOP

of West Ash[cy, Inc

843.571.4811 + pshop@knology.net
1660 Sam Rittenberg Blvd. » Unit 14
Village Square Shopping Center + Charleston, SC 29407

POST 147
| HONOR
‘F'"’f GUARD
. T NEEDS
i %:a5TYOUIl VOLUNTEERS
IN THE HONOR GUARD
03/26

Need a REALTOR®?
Hire a USMC Veteran! ‘i

Email: elizabeth.baker@thecharlestonagent.com
Phone: 843-781-0555

01/27
In Memory of the s
TOWINE COINS
Ark Angels i
g US Coins - Bullion - Currency
- Milf;rzt:aecltiars
12/26 mikecellars56@gmail.com
Melissa Price 07/26 07/26
SALES ASSOCIATE
2695 Azalea Trail Dsrc roa05 L F d
North Charleston, L G
oo 0037735606 MO 0(0R Law Group, pA
CELL 843.478.1786
© FAX 843.746.8686
melissa.price@gofrs.com Estate Planning & Administration | Elder Law | Real Estate
07/26 Store hours

07/26
M-F 7AM - 8PM

Sat  7AM - 8PM
Sun 10AM - 5PM

James Biernacki
Store Manager

‘Lowcountry
(843) 830-5231

Hardware
LowcountryAce.com

James.Biernacki@lowcountryace.com
1411 Folly Road, Suite 204, Charleston, SC 29412

“To advertise in the monthly BANNER,
contact Tina Baugh 843-795-3415. The basic
rate for a business card size ad is
$50 donation for 6 months,
$100 donation for 12 months.”

James M. Rourk Edward B. Rourk
(843) 729-4277
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843-964-4002
104 Lael Ct. Moncks Corner, SC 29461

c.c.remodelingsc.843@gmail.com 46




